B ) Mareh 1,2012

' Deal Senat01 Plague Representatlve Zalaski and membels of the Lab01 C01nm1ttee

- S.B. 150 AN ACT CONCERNING FAMILY AND MEDICAL LEAVE BENEFITS
: FOR CERTAIN MUNICPAL EMPLOYEES '

My name is Gayle mean and Tam a Paraplofessmnai at J ack Jackte1 Intermedlate

. -". School in Colchester, CT. and-the Vice Presuient of AFT-CT Local 3279. Iam Wntmg

- in support of the above leglslat1on

o The curient hours needed to wo;k to be ehglble for FMLA is 1, 250 per yeal Most of oul

Paraplofessmnals at- JIIS work just under that amount per. year. Palapxofessmnals ehoose 0

_ thIS posmon for'many reasons,
. The desn'e. to help dl_sadvantaged ¢hildren succeed in their school environment:
* & Many are the main caregi\fers for their families including their children and their -
_ parents.- h
"¢  Many palaplofessaonals cany the famxhes Medical Insurance.

If an extended medical emergency impacts one of us or our family, we would most likely
be the one to care for them. It would be devastating fo lose our jobs and not have the
income or insurance to maintain our financial needs.

Thank you for your time. Please consider this important legislation for the children we
service and the families we care for.

Hayfe Fman,

Gayle Furman

Jack Jackter Intermediate School
215 Halls Hill Road

Colchester, CT 06415
860-537-9421




